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REF: STATE 136860 

1 . ROK EMBASSY HAS PROVIDED US WITH COPY OF FOLLOWING 
LETTER OF JUNE 15 FROM ROK FOREIGN MINISTER PARK TONG JIN 
TO SENATOR STEVENSON IN LATTER’S CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN 
OF SENATE ETHICS COMMITTEE. LETTER, WHICH IS IN RESPONSE 
TO THE LETTER FROM STEVENSON ET AL TO PRESIDENT PARK 
CHUNG-HEE OF MAY 25 (REFTEL), WAS DELIVERED TO STEVENSON 
TODAY, JUNE 19. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 
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(A) DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: 

(B) YOUR RECENT LETTER ADDRESSED BY YOU, YOUR VICE 
CHAIRMAN AND THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY LEADERS OF THE 
UNITED STATES SENATE TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
KOREA WHICH REACHED HERE ON JUNE 7TH HAS BEEN REFERRED TO 
ME FOR REPLY. 
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(C) MY GOVERNMENT ALSO HIGHLY VALUES THE MUTUAL 
CONFIDENCE AND RESPECT WHICH HAVE CHARACTERIZED THE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND THE 
UNITED STATES AND WOULD CONTINUE TO ENDEAVOR TO FURTHER 
STRENGTHEN THAT RELATIONSHIP. IT WAS TO THIS END THAT THE 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA GOVERNMENT HAD AGREED TO MR. TONG SUN 
PARK'S GIVING TESTIMONY BEFORE THE ETHICS COMMITTEES OF 
THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS, IN ADDITION TO HIS FULL 
COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

(D) YOUR REQUEST FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO COMMUNICATE 
FACE TO FACE WITH FORMER AMBASSSADOR KIM DONG JO IS, 
HOWEVER, A DIFFERENT MATTER. WHEN HE WAS ACCREDITED TO 
THE UNITED STATES, AMBASSADOR KIM REPRESENTED THE FULL 
SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA IN THE 
UNITED STATES. THE VIENNA CONVENTION, TO WHICH THE 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA, THE UNITED STATES AND 123 NATIONS 

ARE PARTIES, ENSURES, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT A 
DIPLOMATIC AGENT SUCH AS FORMER AMBASSADOR KIM "IS NOT 
OBLIGED TO GIVE EVIDENCE AS A WITNESS." 

(E) IT IS THE OPINION OF MY GOVERNMENT THAT IN THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES THAT HAVE BEEN CREATED BY THE 
ALLEGATIONS RELATING TO FORMER AMBASSADOR KIM, A FACE 
TO FACE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF YOUR 
COMMITTEE AND FORMER AMBASSADOR KIM IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH 
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THE VIENNA CONVENTION'S GRANT OF DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY. 

(F) IT IS NOT AT ALL THE CASE THAT FORMER AMBASSADOR KIM 

IS ONLY PREVENTED BY MY GOVERNMENT FROM COOPERATING WITH 
YOUR COMMITTEE. MY GOVERNMENT - AND FORMER AMBASSADOR 
KIM - ARE MAKING EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OF THE 
VIENNA CONVENTION TO WHICH THE UNITED STATES IS ALSO A 
PARTY. MY GOVERNMENT BELIEVES THAT IT OWES NO LESS 
TO ITSELF AND THE COMMUNITY OF NATIONS. 

(G) I MUST RESPECTFULLY DISAGREE WITH YOUR STATEMENT 
THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF COMITY BETWEEN NATIONS REQUIRES 

OF KOREA WHAT YOUR COMMITTEE REQUESTS. YOUR GOVERNMENT 
WOULD ALSO DISAGREE IF THE SITUATIONS OF OUR TWO STATES 
WERE REVERSED. IN RECENT TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE, DEPUTY SECRETARY OF 
STATE CHRISTOPHER SAID THAT "NO PRINCIPLE OF COMITY WOULD 
CAUSE US (THE UNITED STATES) TO WAIVE THE VIENNA 
CONVENTION AND VOLUNTARILY MAKE OUR AMBASSADORS 
AVAILABLE FOR INTERROGATION." IF COMITY WERE ALLOWED TO 
PREVAIL WHENEVER THERE WERE DISAGREEMENTS BETWEEN 
FRIENDS, THE SPECIFIC PROTECTIONS PROVIDED BY THE VIENNA 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CONVENTION AND THE BROADER PURPOSE THEY SERVE OF MAKING 

POSSIBLE THE CONDUCT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN STATES WOULD 
BE OBLITERATED. 

(H) MY GOVERNMENT REMAINS MOST DESIROUS OF PUTTING AN 
EARLY END TO THIS UNFORTUNATE AFFAIR SO AS TO REMOVE 

A SOURCE OF IRRITATION BETWEEN OUR FRIENDLY NATIONS. IT 
IS WILLING TO DO ITS BEST IN ACCOMMODATING YOUR COMMIT- 
TEE'S WISHES IN ORDER TO FURTHER THAT END SO LONG AS 
WHATEVER IS DONE IS CONSISTENT WITH THE VIENNA CONVENTION. 
ALTHOUGH FACE TO FACE INTERROGATION OF THE FORMER 
AMBASSADOR IS OUT OF THE QUESTION, MY GOVERNMENT WOULD 
BE HAPPY TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY THAT MR. KIM COULD 
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IN A PRIVATE WRITTEN COMMUNICATION ATTEMPT TO CLARIFY 
THE SITUATION WITH RESPECT TO ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING 
MEMBERS OF THE SENATE. 

(I) PLEASE BE ASSURED ONCE AGAIN THAT WE STAND READY 

TO CONTINUE DIALOGUE WITH THE UNITED STATES SIDE IN ORDER 
TO FIND AN EARLY SOLUTION TO THIS MATTER GUIDED BY THE 
SPIRIT OF MUTUAL RESPECT AND UNDERSTANDING. 

(J) SINCERELY, TONG JIN PARK. END TEXT. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, COURT PROCEEDINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 55798 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RGRICFLJCM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780255-0947 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780643/aaaableo.tel 

Line Count: 146 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: d3e54086-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 78 STATE 136860 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2295490 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ROK FOREIGN MINISTER RESPONDS TO SENATE LETTER TO PRESIDENT PARK RE KIM DONG-JO TESTIMONY 
TAGS: PGOV, KS, US, (KIM DONG-JO) 

To: SEOUL 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d3e54086-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



